Crystallization of the N-terminal domain of DFF45: the mutual chaperone mechanism is challenged.
DNA fragmentation factor 45 (DFF45) regulates DNase DFF40 as its inhibitor and chaperone. It was reported that the N-terminal domain (NTD) of DFF45 alone is disordered and DFF40 is necessary as a mutual chaperone for the folding of NTD. However, here we reported the crystallization of DFF45 NTD. These crystals diffract to 9A using a synchrotron radiation source. In spite of the low resolution, the demonstration of crystal formation indicates that DFF45 NTD itself is not unstructured, which strongly questions the mutual chaperone speculation about DFF45 and DFF40.